Tears in the Reichstag
spite of his rather conservative political views3 he was
a genuine friend of labour. And in personal talks
with me he revealed how he had been asked to
settle labour conflicts while the persons who had
approached him privately blamed him publicly for
doing so. The Catholic members of the Reichstag,
priests or laymen, certainly included the most witty
and gay companions, and this applies especially to
the Rhinelanders among them. The President of
the Reichstag for most of our republican years was
the Socialist, Paul Lobe. From time to time he
arranged receptions in the president's palace for
members of the house and well-known personalities
of the literary, diplomatic, and artistic world. The
Catholics generally were among the merriest of com-
panions, inexhaustible in stories of " Tunnes", a
legendary humorous character of Cologne.
But not all the guests of the president's palace
were so easily amused. Paul Lobe's "worry was the
entertainment of President Paul von Hindenburg,
who attended a few of these evenings.
" My dear friend," Lobe would ask me, " you
must help me again to-night. Will you be kind
enough to entertain the old gentleman for half an
hour or so ? "
Lobe was such a kindly, amiable host that it was
impossible to refuse him.
However, I objected : " You know, Paul, I have
not had any military sendee. I was not in the
trenches during the war and am no devotee of hunting.
And you know that that exhausts all possible topics
of conversation in this case."
Nevertheless,  I  usually  agreed.    I  assure you it
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